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�OTICES OF RULEMAKI�G DOCKET OPE�I�G

The Administrative Procedure Act (APA) requires the publication of Notices of Rulemaking Docket Opening when an agency

opens a rulemaking docket to consider rulemaking. Under the APA effective January 1, 1995, agencies must submit a Notice of

Rulemaking Docket Opening before beginning the formal rulemaking process.

�OTICE OF RULEMAKI�G DOCKET OPE�I�G

GAME A�D FISH COMMISSIO�

Editor’s 
ote: The following 
otices of Rulemaking Docket Opening were exempt from Executive Order 2012-03 as issued by
Governor Brewer.

[R12-183]
1. Title and its heading: 12, Natural Resources

Chapter and its heading: 4, Game and Fish Commission
Article and its heading: 3, Taking and Handling of Wildlife
Section numbers: R12-4-101, R12-4-301 through R12-4-313, R12-4-315 through

R12-4-320, and R12-4-322 (As part of this rulemaking, the Department 
may add, delete, or modify Sections as necessary.)

2. The subject matter of the proposed rule:
The Arizona Game and Fish Commission proposes to amend its Article 3 rules, governing the taking and handling of
wildlife, to enact amendments developed during the preceding Five-Year Review Report and incorporate recently
passed legislation. After evaluating the scope and effectiveness of the proposed amendments specified in the review,
the Commission proposes additional amendments to further implement original proposals.

3. A citation to all published notices relating to the proceeding:
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking: 18 A.A.R. 2408, October 5, 2012 (in this issue)

4. �ame and address of agency personnel with whom persons may communicate regarding the rule:
Name: Dana McGeHee, FOR6 Wildlife Manager

Address: Arizona Game and Fish Dept.
7200 E. University Dr.
Mesa, AZ 85207

Telephone: (480) 528-7986

Fax: (480) 324-3596

E-mail: DMcGehee@azgfd.gov

Please visit the AZGFD web site to track progress of this rule and any other agency rulemaking matters at http://
www.azgfd.gov/inside_azgfd/rules/rulemaking_updates.shtml.

5. The time during which the agency will accept written comments and the time and place where oral comments may
be made:

The Commission will accept comments Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. at the address listed under
item #4. Information regarding an oral proceeding is included in the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking.

6. A timetable for agency decisions or other action on the proceeding, if known:
To be determined

�OTICE OF RULEMAKI�G DOCKET OPE�I�G

GAME A�D FISH COMMISSIO�

[R12-185]
1. Title and its heading: 12, Natural Resources

Chapter and its heading: 4, Game and Fish Commission
Article and its heading: 5, Boating and Water Sports
Section numbers: R12-4-501 through R12-4-517, R12-4-519 through R12-4-523, and 

R12-4-525 through R12-4-529 (As part of this rulemaking, the
Department may add, delete, or modify Sections as necessary.)

2. The subject matter of the proposed rule:
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The Commission proposes to amend rules within Article 5 to implement statutory amendments resulting from Laws
2012, 2nd Regular Session, Ch. 237, which amended statutes governing watercraft registration fees and established
the Nonresident Boating Safety Infrastructure fee and decal. Amendments are also proposed to implement amend-
ments made to Coast guard regulations regarding the data each state is required to maintain when registering a water-
craft, state-issued hull identification numbers, and state of principle operation. In addition, the Commission proposes
to amend rules within Article 5 to effect amendments proposed in the most recent Five-year Review Report, approved
by the Governor’s Regulatory Review Council on June 7, 2011. Additionally, the Commission proposes to amend
these rules to ensure compliance with the Administrative Procedures Act (APA), Secretary of State (SOS), and
G.R.R.C. rulemaking format and style requirements.

3. A citation to all published notices relating to the proceeding:
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking: 18 A.A.R. 2437, October 5, 2012 (in this issue)

4. �ame and address of agency personnel with whom persons may communicate regarding the rule:
Name: Madelynn Fenske, Watercraft Administrator

Address: Arizona Game and Fish Dept.
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086

Telephone: (623) 236-7403

Fax: (623) 236-7919

E-mail: MFenske@azgfd.gov

Please visit the AZGFD web site to track progress of this rule and any other agency rulemaking matters at http://
www.azgfd.gov/inside_azgfd/rules/rulemaking_updates.shtml.

5. The time during which the agency will accept written comments and the time and place where oral comments may
be made:

The Commission will accept comments Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. at the address listed under
item #4. Information regarding an oral proceeding is included in the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking.

6. A timetable for agency decisions or other action on the proceeding, if known:
To be determined

�OTICE OF RULEMAKI�G DOCKET OPE�I�G

GAME A�D FISH COMMISSIO�

[R12-187]
1. Title and its heading: 12, Natural Resources

Chapter and its heading: 4, Game and Fish Commission
Article and its heading: 7, Heritage Grants

9, Arizona Wildlife Conservation Fund Grant
Section numbers: R12-4-701 through R12-4-712, R12-4-901 through R12-4-906

(As part of this rulemaking, the Department may add, delete, or modify
Sections as necessary.)

2. The subject matter of the proposed rule:
The Commission proposes to amend rules in Title 12, Chapter 4, Articles 7 and 9 in accordance with the preceding
Five-Year Review reports approved by the Governor’s Regulatory Review Council on July 12, 2011, and January 5,
2010, and recommendations made by an internal grant task team.

The Heritage Grant application process had not changed since it was first developed. A process review determined
the application process was too complex for some applicants, therefore, the application process, including the appli-
cation packet, forms, manual and agreement materials needed simplification.

In 2011, an internal team was chartered whose task was to streamline the grant process to make it more efficient and
to reduce the burden on the regulated community and the Department. The Team’s mission was to provide recom-
mendations to simplify the Heritage Grant application process, potential for set-aside funds for agreements, and rec-
ommend funding windows that promote innovation and completion of Department priority projects. In addition to
this mission, the team was also tasked with updating grant application materials, generating revised rule language,
and evaluating the Department’s implementation needs to ensure consistency and standard interpretation and imple-
mentation of the rules as a whole wherever possible, and to construct a more efficient process. The rulemaking also
proposes to amend Article 9 Arizona Wildlife Conservation Fund Grants to be consistent wherever possible with
Article 7.

3. A citation to all published notices relating to the proceeding:
Notice of Proposed Rulemaking: 18 A.A.R. 2463, October 5, 2012 (in this issue)
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4. �ame and address of agency personnel with whom persons may communicate regarding the rule:
Name: Marty Herrera, Heritage Fund Administrator

Address: Arizona Game and Fish Dept.
5000 W. Carefree Highway
Phoenix, AZ 85086

Telephone: (623) 236-7527

Fax: (623) 236-7358

E-mail: MHerrera@azgfd.gov

Please visit the AZGFD web site to track progress of this rule and any other agency rulemaking matters at http://
www.azgfd.gov/inside_azgfd/rules/rulemaking_updates.shtml.

5. The time during which the agency will accept written comments and the time and place where oral comments may
be made:

The Commission will accept comments Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. until 5 p.m. at the address listed under
item #4. Information regarding an oral proceeding is included in the Notice of Proposed Rulemaking.

6. A timetable for agency decisions or other action on the proceeding, if known:
To be determined


